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1
RESONANT MECHANISM FOR LINEAR
COMPRESSORS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a resonant mechanism for
compressors, more specifically to a mechanism which
mounting form is made through the neutral point, but having
a tubular component provided with cutouts to confer flexibil-
ity between the neutral point and the equipment shell.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The function of a compressor is to increase pressure of
curtained fluid volume into a pressure required for carrying
out a refrigeration cycle. It is known to the art the so called
alternative compressors, where a piston reciprocally slides
within a cylinder to carry out gas compression.

In linear compressors, the piston is driven through a linear
electric motor. An actuator element is coupled between the
motor and the piston so that it makes the motor drives the
piston to reciprocally move within the piston chamber. The
pistonis usually kept firmly set to the actuator element, so that
the piston and the actuator element tend to move in a conjunct
motion, so that an excessive vibration is undesirably caused.

In order to solve this inconvenience, the Brazilian patent
application No. PI0601645-6 describes a compressor
wherein the actuator element is coupled to the piston by
means of an elastic element in the form of one or two resonant
helical springs (indicated by number 70 in the figures of this
application). Thus, the piston and the fastening elements are
mounted on an end of the elastic element and the motor
magnet and the fastening thereof are mounted on the other
end, so that in the natural mode of compressor vibration the
phase difference in phase movement between the two ends is
180°, there being a region in this elastic element where the
axial vibration tends to be zero. This region in the elastic
element is thus called neutral point.

According to the teachings of the patent application
PI0601645-6, the coupling of the cylinder to the resonant
spring must be carried out through this neutral point, so that
the natural modes of compressor vibration are not changed.

In order to carry out such mounting, the compressor of
document PI0601645-6 has further a position element cou-
pling the elastic media to the cylinder. The position element
(indicated by number 80 in the figures of this application)
presents a rigid connection with the resonant spring, and in
one of the described constructions, the element 80 is associ-
ated with a position rod flat spring affixed to the shell (vide
spring number 84 in the figures of the present application).

Although the above construction represents a technical
advance over the linear compressors known in the art, the
configuration herein provided provides the disadvantage of
being unable to present an axial rigidity sufficient for main-
taining the mechanism correctly positioned when the forces
acting on the set are unbalanced forces. Such unbalanced
forces may cause the resulting axial force on the resonant set
to be different from zero, which may cause the motor dis-
placement, negatively influencing the efficiency of the com-
pressor there even being the possibility of occurring impact
between the same and the shell, causing several disorders.

Among the conditions that may cause such unbalancing
there are the motor strength when the compressor is switched
off, the gas strength during the coolant loading process and
the presence of unbalanced forces that may occur during the
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operation of the compressor, especially those relative to the
gas compression and expansion forces and the motor force.

OBIJECTIVES OF THE INVENTION

Therefore, it is one of objectives of the present invention to
disclose a resonant mechanism for compressors which is
capable of providing certain axial flexibility between the
spring fastening point and the compressor shell, so that it
provides a minimum rigidity sufficient for keeping the com-
pressor resonant set axially positioned about the compressor
shell in situations of unbalanced force, but which has a maxi-
mum rigidity sufficient not to alter the natural modes of
compressor vibration.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention reaches the above objectives through
a resonant mechanism for compressors comprising a tubular
body and a resonant spring housed within the tubular body,
the tubular body comprising at least one slot set that delimits
an axially flexible surface where it is provided a fastening
point for the resonant spring.

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, it is
provided at least two fastening points opposite to each other
for the resonant spring, the mechanism comprising two slot
sets, wherein each set delimits the axially flexible surface,
wherein it is provided each of the two fastening points for the
resonant spring.

Yet in the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
the mechanism comprises at least one fastening set to fasten
the resonant spring to the tubular body, and the fastening set
comprises an inner male fastening element which is provided
in a fastening hole of the resonant spring, and an outer female
fastening element that passes through a fastening hole of
tubular body surface.

Thus, the slots may comprise adjacent slots which separate
from each other around the fastening hole, so that it is formed
a surface, or mirrored slots forming the surface and a spring
portion so as to confer resilience to the surface.

Preferably, the surface has a substantially ellipsoidal con-
formation, and the mechanism further comprises a leaf flat
springs provided at each end of the tubular body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Figures show:

FIG. 1—shows a schematic transverse cross-sectional
view of a resonant set of a linear compressor.

FIG. 2—shows an exploded perspective view of the reso-
nant set illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3—shows a partially exploded perspective of the
resonant mechanism according to a preferred embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 4—shows a partially exploded perspective of the
resonant mechanism according to the preferred embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 5—shows a schematic perspective view of the mount-
ing of one of the resonant mechanism components according
to the preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5a—shows a detailed cut view of the mounting of one
of' the resonant mechanism components according to the pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6—shows a schematic perspective view of the mount-
ing of one of the resonant mechanism components according
to an alternative embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 6a—shows a detailed cut view of the mounting of one
of the resonant mechanism components according to the
alternative embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7—shows a plane view of one of the resonant mecha-
nism components according to the preferred embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 8a—shows a plane view of one of the resonant
mechanism components according to an alternative embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 85—shows a perspective view of the components
shown in FIG. 8a.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The invention will be described hereinbelow in more
details based on the implementation examples represented in
the accompanying drawings.

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate the resonant set of a linear com-
pressor whereto the resonant mechanism of the present inven-
tion is applied.

Asitcanbe seen in those figures, the resonant set of a linear
compressor basically comprises a reciprocating piston P
within a cylinder or compression chamber (not illustrated).
The piston P is mounted on one end of an elastic element
(helical spring) E through piston fastening elements FP and
the actuator element is mounted on the other end of the elastic
element E through fastening elements FM. The actuator ele-
ment may comprise a component motor, such as, for example,
a motor magnet [ associated with a non-magnetic component
NM, such as illustrated in FIG. 2.

A set of flat springs MP may be provided at each end of the
elastic means for fastening the set to the non-linear compres-
sor shell (not illustrated).

FIGS. 3, 4,5 and 7 illustrate a preferred embodiment of the
resonant mechanism according to this invention.

In the preferred embodiment, the resonant mechanism for
compressors comprises a resonant set such as that illustrated
in FIGS. 1 and 2, being provided a positioner element in the
form of a tubular body 1, which is capable of providing the
resonant set with minimum rigidity sufficient for keeping the
set positioned axially about to the compressor shell in situa-
tions of non-null resulting axial force, but that provides maxi-
mum rigidity sufficient for not altering the natural modes of
compressor vibration.

Thus, the tubular body 1 houses in the interior thereof a
resonant spring 2, the piston compressor being mounted on
one end of the resonant spring 2 and the piston actuator
element is mounted on the other end of the elastic element.

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the
fastening of body 1 to the resonant spring 2 is carried out
through two fastening sets 3, each set being preferably fas-
tened to opposing positions of the tubular body. This prefer-
able fastening is schematically illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 5a,
the tubular body 1 in those figures being schematically illus-
trated as a body without details, in order to facilitate the
understanding of the fastening.

Thus, as can it be seen in FIGS. 5 and 54, in the preferred
embodiment of the present invention, each fastening set 3
comprises an inner male fastening element 31 which is pro-
vided in a fastening hole 21 of the resonant spring 2, and an
outer female fastening element 35 which passes through a
fastening hole 11 of the body 11. As it can be seen in the
figures, the fastening set may further comprise a washer 34
and an elastomer ring 33.
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FIGS. 6 and 6a show a fastening set of an alternative
embodiment of the present invention, where, in addition to
the elements of the FIGS. 5 and 5a¢ it is provided a second
washer 32.

In order to ensure the appropriate absorption of the result-
ing axial forces whether they are null or not without compro-
mising the functioning of the mechanism as a whole, the
tubular body 1 preferably comprises two slot sets 12, each set
comprising at least two slot that delimit an axially flexible
surface 13 where it is provided the hole 11 for fastening the
resonant spring. Thus, the absence of material formed by the
slots 12 confers certain axial flexibility to the portion 13,
while remaining portion of the tubular body 1 maintains a
rigidity in the axial direction required to not alter the natural
modes of compressor vibration.

Preferably, the surface 13 has a central portion of substan-
tially ellipsoidal conformation.

FIGS. 3,4, 5 and 7 illustrate a preferred embodiment of the
resonant mechanism according to the present invention,
wherein the slots of each set 12 comprises adjacent slots
which separate from each other around the hole 11, so that it
is formed the surface 13.

In this embodiment, the ends of each of the slots 12 present
a direction change 12a which prevents stress concentration
regions from forming at those ends.

In turn, in an alternative embodiment shown in FIGS. 8a
and 8b, the slots 12 comprise mirrored slots that form an
elliptical surface 13 and a spring portion 14, which confers
cross resilience of portion 13.

Said cross flexibility provided by surface 13 allows the
resonant mechanism of the present invention to compensate
for the unbalanced forces that would create a non-null result-
ing axial force acting on the set.

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention
shown in the figures, it is further provided leaf flat springs 4
alternately and successively mounted with spacers (not
shown) along with the circular side faces 15 of the tubular
body 1. One of the functions of those flat springs is to affix the
resonant set to the compressor shell (not shown). Another
function of the flat springs is to ensure that the concentricity
errors during the compressor operation are minimized. These
concentricity errors, when excessive, cause the non-function-
ing of the motor and/or catastrophic piston wear resulting in
the non-functioning of the compressor.

It is worth to say that although preferable constructive
ways of the present invention have been shown, it is under-
stood that any omissions, substitutions and constructive
changes can be accomplished by a person skilled in the art,
without departing from the spirit and scope of the claimed
protection. It is also expressly provided that all combinations
of'the elements that perform the same function in the substan-
tially same way to achieve the same results are within the
scope of the invention. Replacing elements of an embodiment
described by other ones are also fully intended and contem-
plated

Thus, it should be understood that the description provided
based on the figures above relates only to some of the embodi-
ments that are possible for the mechanism of the present
invention, the real scope of the object of the invention being
defined in the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:
1. Resonant mechanism for linear compressors CHARAC-
TERIZED in that it comprises:
a tubular body (1);
a resonant spring (2) housed within the tubular body (1);
and
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the tubular body (1) comprising at least two slot sets (12),
each of said two slot sets (12) delimiting a respective
axially flexible surface (13), wherein at each axially
flexible surface (13) is provided a respective fastening
point for the resonant spring (2); 5

wherein said fastening points are opposite to each other.

2. Mechanism according to claim 1, CHARACTERIZED

in that it comprises at least one fastening set (3) for fastening
the resonant spring (2) to the tubular body (1).

3. Mechanism according to claim 2, CHARACTERIZED 10
in that the fastening set (3) comprises an inner male fastening
element (31) that is provided in an fastening hole (21) of the
resonant spring (2), and an outer female fastening element
(35) that passes through a fastening hole (11) of the surface
(13) of the tubular body (1). 15

4. Mechanism according to claim 3, CHARACTERIZED
in that the slots (12) comprise adjacent slots separating from
each other around the hole (11), to form the surface (13).

5. Mechanism according to claim 3, CHARACTERIZED
in that the slots (12) comprise mirrored slots forming the 20
surface (13) and a spring portion (14).

6. Mechanism according to claim 1, CHARACTERIZED
in that the surface (13) has a substantially ellipsoidal confor-
mation.

7. Mechanism according to claim 1, CHARACTERIZED 25
in that it further includes at least one leaf flat spring (4)
provided at each end of the tubular body (1).
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